
Humanitarian Aspects ofClimate Change 
and Migration: Making Everyone Count

May 9th, 2008



Climate Change and Forced
Migration

� Climate change magnifies existing inequalities among 
populations

� Climate change is a determining factor in weather-related 
disasters

� Of those affected or forcibly displaced by natural disasters, 
the great majority are affected by weather-related (hydro-
meteorological) disasters, such as floods or droughts 

� Such disasters can be sudden onset or long lead time 
”creeping” disasters (esp drought and food crises) 

� Disasters affect population groups, differently and can 
exacerbate existing inequalities and marginalization.

� Majority of such disasters are predictable to some degree
and preparedness can mitigate impact.



Who is affected, how, and why? 

Factors determining impact:
� Sex
� Age
� Ability/health
� Socioeconomic status
Why?  Different vulnerabilities and adaptation 

abilities



Disasters are not democratic

Population impact isn’t spread evenly. 
� Inequalities of exposure to risk
� Different sensitivities to risks

� Unequal access to resources, capacities, 
opportunities

� Different/unequal sets of knowledge and skills
� Unequal involvement in decision-making



Differential impact of disasters: 
tsunami related mortality in Sri Lanka



Sri Lanka – tsunami 



Sex and Gender

� Link to socioeconomic status 

� Cultural constraints  

� Biological/reproductive risks

� Vulnerability to violence



Impact of Disasters on Women’s 
Health

As part of vulnerable 
population

Injuries and wounds
Infectious disease
Environmental 

hazards
PTSD – mental health

As women and girls:

Biological vulnerabilities
Nutrition

Reproductive health
Social vulnerabilities

Poverty
Discrimination

Stigma
Sexual violence



Standards for Reproductive Health 
Services in Emergencies 

� Minimum Initial Service Package

� Safe delivery, including EmOC
� Treatment of sexual violence
� HIV prevention

Prepackaged supplies: Emergency RH kits

*Inter-agency Working Group on 
Reproductive Health for Crises





Standards for Management of Gender 
Based Violence in Emergencies

Multisectoral Focus

•Prevention
•Protection
•Medical and Psychosocial Care



Burden of Care without Benefit of Voice

� Women and girls play critical role in care of 
others during disasters (as always!)

� Women and women’s groups rarely involved 
in preparedness planning or decision-making 
for a on humanitarian response.



Age and Ability

� Children at highest risk of mortality and morbidity 
as well as malnutrition

� Elderly at high risk of mortality and morbidity

� Disabled at special risk, depending on mobility and 
protection



Forgotten people

� Indigenous populations
� Marginalized groups, including minorities
� Unaccompanied children and youth
� Disabled

All are rarely considered in preparedness or 
response and recovery planning. 
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Environmental Stress and Conflict: 
How do they relate? 

Climate Change
Natural

Disaster/Environmental
Stress

Socio-economic

instability
Threatened

livelihoods/Displacement

Complex
Emergencies

Population dynamics
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