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UNITAR/UNU Seminar on The Role and Functions  

of the United Nations Secretary-General 
 

“The Role of the Secretary-General on the Eve of Change” 
 

Monday, 18 and Tuesday, 19 December 2006 
Conference Room 8, United Nations Headquarters, New York 

 
To present and discuss the role and the functions of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. To 
review these functions in light of the evolving nature of the UN system and of international relations. 

To consider how this role may develop over time. 
 

Programme  
 

Monday, 18 December 
 
09:30 - 09:40 Registration   
 
09:40 - 10:00 Welcome and Objectives  
 
  Ms. Colleen Thouez (UNITAR NY) and Mr. Jean-Marc Coicaud (UNU NY) 
 
10:00 - 10:30 Introduction: The Secretary-General’s role from a historical perspective 
 

Prof. Ramesh Thakur, Senior Vice-Rector UNU, Tokyo  
 

 
Session I THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AS MEDIATOR  

Purpose: To explain the Secretary-General’s role as mediator within the  
United Nations system as well as in worldwide diplomacy. 

 
Relationship with Principal Decision-Making Bodies within the UN System 

 
10:30 - 11:45 Security Council: Avoidance of Deadlocks 
 

Speakers:  
 
Secretariat perspective:  
 
Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar, Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser, Executive Office 
of the Secretary-General 
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Member-State perspective:  
 

H. E. Mr. Lars Faaborg-Andersen, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent  
Mission of Denmark  
 
Mr. Martín García Moritán, Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent Mission of Argentina 
 
Questions and Answers 
 
 

11:45 - 13:00 General Assembly: Bridging the Divide 
 

Speakers:  
 

UN perspective: 
 
H. E. Mr. Dumisani Shadrack Kumalo, Permanent Representative of South Africa and 
Head of the G 77  
 
Mr. Jean Gazarian, former Director of the Division of General Assembly Affairs and 
UNITAR Senior Fellow 

 
                        Outside perspective:  
 
                        Ms. Suzanne DiMaggio, Vice President of Global Policy Programs, United Nations  
                        Association of the United States of America 
 
                        Questions and Answers 

            
 
13:00 - 15:00 Lunch Break 
 

   
15:00 - 16:45 Challenges of global concern 

                     
Panellists:   

 
                        Mr. Jan Pronk, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Sudan 

 
Mr. William Swing, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic  
Republic of the Congo 
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Mr. Victor Mari Ortega, Deputy Director, UNAIDS New York Office 
 
Questions and Answers 

 
Session II THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AS MANAGER  

Purpose: To present management issues and address some of the implementation 
challenges. To discuss the United Nations relationship with civil society and the private 
sector. 
 
 

16:45 - 18:00 UN Reform 
 
Speakers:  
 
Inside perspective:  
 
Mr. Thant Myint-U, Senior Visiting Fellow at the International Peace Academy, 

  former Senior Political Officer in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
 

                  Mr. Adrian Hills, Senior Officer, Executive Office of the Secretary-General, 
 previously in the Office of Internal Oversight Services 

 
                        Inside-Outside perspective:  
 
                        Mr. Jean-Marc Coicaud��Head of UNU, New York Office  
 
                        Questions and Answers 
               

Tuesday, 19 December  
 
  
 
10:00 - 10:30 Relationship with Civil Society:   
 

Speaker:   
 
   Mr. James Paul, Executive Director, Global Policy Forum 
 
  Questions and Answers 
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10:30 - 11:00   Relationship with the Private Sector 
 

Speaker: 
   

Mr. David J. Vidal, Director of Research, Global Corporate Citizenship, The 
Conference Board 
 
Questions and Answers 
  

 
Session III THE WAY FORWARD  
 
11:00 - 12.00 Conversation with Mark Malloch Brown 
         

Speaker:  
  

Mr. Mark Malloch Brown, Deputy Secretary-General and former Chef de Cabinet 
of the Secretary-General  
 
Questions and Answers 

         
 
12:00 -12:30 Challenges that lie ahead 

       
Mr. James O. C. Jonah, former Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 
 
Questions and Answers 

 
12:30 - 12: 45 Closing of the seminar  
 

Prof. Ramesh Thakur, Senior Vice-Rector UNU, Tokyo  
 

Ms. Colleen Thouez (UNITAR NY) and Mr. Jean-Marc Coicaud (UNU NY) 
 
 
 

 
                        
 


