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RCPs in a nutshell

Regional Consultative Processes (RCPs) are state-dr iven 
non-binding fora which bring together representative s 

of governments at the regional level to informally 
discuss migration-related issues in a cooperative m anner. 

� Focused exclusively on migration issues

� Informal exchange of information, experiences 
and good practices

� Thematically organized or geographically based

� Regular meetings at different levels

� Often initiated by a conference on a particular theme

� Civil society and international organisations may be invited
as observers 



Why RCPs? 

RCPs have emerged in response to some basic migratio n trends

� Changing patterns, growing volumes and complexity
- increase of irregular migration , trafficking and smuggling of migrants 
- more countries affected by international migration 

� Realisation that purely bilateral approach to migration and post-war
migration management systems are insufficient to respond to current 
migration reality and trends 
- need for broader cooperation first recognised at 1994 Cairo ICPD  

� Migration happens largely on regional basis

Factors leading to continuing growth of RCPs

� Interaction with other cooperative efforts (e.g. economic integration)

� Importance attached to migration by governments and consistent 
backing of receiving countries

� Proven success of cooperation in areas of: labour migration, technical 
cooperation, trafficking/smuggling, irregular migra tion

� Recognition of need for regional approaches to complement purely 
national ones



Main characteristics of RCPs

Every RCP follows its own path, but in general four  stages of
development can be identified

1. Decision to discuss migration issue in regional cooperative forum

2. Development of a “common language ”

3. Agreement upon Plan of Action or list of goals facilitating information 
exchange   

4. Shift toward more operational and action-oriented mode

Mode of operation of RCPs is defined by three main p rinciples

1. State ownership – informal consultations lead to non-binding 
recommendations, action plans and statements

2. Voluntarism – states take action independently if they wish; 
sovereignty remains intact 

3. Inclusiveness – generally open to all states in a region; low entry and 
exit costs; lean administration often supported by international
organisations



Main advantages of RCPs

Main advantages of RCPs are

1. Informality – process not institution

2. Openness – frank discussions enhance effectiveness of 
dialogue and cooperation

3. Efficiency – minimum administration, direct communication 
networks

4. Practicality – non-politicized process



The future of RCPs

� Establishment of more RCPs in regions currently not covered? 

� Cross-fertilization between RCPs?
- to benefit from others‘ experiences and avoid duplication
- through multiple RCP membership, ad-hoc consultations, observation

� Replication of RCP model on a global level? 

� Stronger linkage and cooperation with more formal r egional and  
sub-regional institutions?
e.g. EU, ASEAN, MERCOSUR, AU, ECOWAS, SADC etc. 

� Broader involvement of non-state actors (business c ommunity, 
civil society)?



����������	
���
�������������������������

� Non-member

� Member of one RCP

� Member of two RCPs

� Member of three or more RCPs
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"������
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
Finland, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, UK and USA

%�	��
Asylum; data; entry; border control; country of origin 
information; temporary protection; return; smuggling and 
trafficking; unaccompanied minors; family reunification; 
protection; labour migration; specific outflows; irregular 
migration; burden and responsibility sharing; refugees; 
technology in migration management; national security
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Albania, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, UK and USA

%�	��
Refugees; trafficking and smuggling; 
entry/border control; return and 
readmission; forced migration; asylum; 
irregular movement; visa 
harmonization; information exchange; 
fight against organized crime; financial 
and technical assistance
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Belarus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia and Ukraine

%�	��
Border security and management; capacity for asylum 
and migration management; international refugee and 
human rights law; information on neighbouring country 
legislation and structures; rights of asylum seekers, 
refugees and migrants; irregular migration; trafficking 
(adopting and harmonizing legal standards); awareness 
and understanding of the reality of the new border
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Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russian 
Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan and Australia and 36 other 
“interested” States (from Europe, N. America, 
Asia and the Middle East)

%�	��
Refugees, IDPs and persons in refugee-like 
situations; repatriates; ecological migrants; 
migration management (combating illegal migration 
and trafficking, border management); migrants’
rights; return and reintegration; 
population/demography
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Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and USA

%�	��
Migration policy and management; migrants’ rights; 
development
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Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, 
Uruguay and Venezuela

%�	��
Development; diasporas; migrants’ rights; 
integration; information exchange; migration 
statistics; trafficking and smuggling; harmonization 
of migration systems and legislation 
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Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, Malta, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and 
Tunisia

%�	��
Migration trends; irregular migration and trafficking; 
development (the role of diaspora); migrants’ rights and 
obligations; integration; movement of people and regular 
migration flow management; labour migration and 
vocational training; health; gender equality; information 
exchange; public awareness campaigns
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Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe

%�	��
Migration/border management; development; 
health; labour migration; irregular movements; 
trafficking and smuggling; migrants’ rights; return 
and readmission
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Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, 
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo

%�	��
Border management; data collection; labour 
migration; irregular migration; development; 
remittances; migrants’ rights; trafficking and 
smuggling; return and reintegration
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Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Hong Kong (SAR of 
China), India, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, 
Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New 
Caledonia (France), New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor 
Leste and Vietnam

%�	��
Return and reintegration; refugees; 
trafficking; entry/border control; asylum; 
irregular migration; labour migration; 
remittances; rights of migrants and IDPs; 
role of the country of origin; impact of 
economic crisis; public awareness 
campaigns; information sharing; burden 
sharing; capacity building
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Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, China, DPR Korea, Fiji, France 
(New Caledonia), India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, 
Jordan, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, 
Timor Leste, Tonga, Turkey, Vanuatu and Vietnam

%�	��
Trafficking and smuggling; irregular migration; 
information and intelligence sharing; fraudulent 
document detection; border management; visa 
systems; return and readmission; public 
awareness campaigns; harmonization of 
legislation, asylum practices and management; 
victim protection and assistance; development 
aid; law enforcement
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Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
and Vietnam
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Bahrain, Italy, Kuwait, Malaysia, Qatar, Republic of 
Korea, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates

%�	��
Labour migration and related programmes 
(protection of vulnerable migrants and provision of 
support services to them; optimising benefits of 
organised labour migration; capacity building, data 
collection and inter-state cooperation)
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__________________
1 Formerly known as the Labour Migration Ministerial Consultations for Countries of Origin in Asia.
2 For the first time in September 2005, certain destination countries participated in the Ministerial Consultations.


