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Return assistance Is...

Motivation to return voluntarily

Reintegration assistance process



What is Return Assistance all about....

Counselling

Financial Aid

Medical Aid




What is Return Assistance all about....
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Partners

e Swiss Federal Office for Migration
e Coordinating Office IOM Bern
« Swiss Development Agency (SDC)

e Return counsellors



Eligibilty and Restrictions for Return Assistance

HAVE ACCESSTO THE BENEFITS OF RETURN ASSISTANCE :

 Regular asylum seekers
e Temporarily admitted persons
» Recognized refugees

ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE RETURN ASSISTANCE, THOSE
WHO :

« Committed crimes or repeated offences
« With sufficient financial means available



Country specific programmes

Concluded:

e Bosnia and Herzegovina, Province of Kosovo (also
minorities)

 Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro
e Sri Lanka

e lran

 Horn of Africa (Ethiopia, Somalia)

o Turkey

 Northern Iraqg
- ]



Country specific programmes

Ongoing:
« Balkans, vulnerable cases
e |raqg
 Angola
« Nigeria
« DRC

« Mali, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Guinea
e Algeria, Tunisia, Marocco, Libya, Mauritania
 Armenia, Georgia
Planned:
e Ethiopia
« Afghanistan



Return Assistance Programme Province of Kosova

e During 1998 and 1999 appra»2‘000persons admitted into Switzerland
* Return Assistance and Reintegration Programme kthim Summer 1999

* Costs of the programme: 184 Million Swiss Francsedusr:
— Counselling
— Individual assistance
— Structured assistance components
— Return oriented educational project in Switzerland
— Transportation costs (paid to IOM)



Return Assistance Programme Province of Koso

The RAP was conducted in three phases

Phase | Phase Il Phase Il
Departure between Departure between mandatory return
July 1999 — Feb. 2000 Feb. 2000 — Dec. 2000 until Mayl200

13°800
18600 persons persons

8900 persons




Return Assistance Programme Province of Kosov«

Evaluation of the programme:

 Return Counselling had a strong influence on individual
decision for an early and voluntary return

« Financial Assistance combined with construction kit was major
Incentive:
— 1'000 to 2000 Swiss Francs per adult

— Material for renovating/rebuilding houses (worth: A00Swiss Francs per
person)



Return Assistance Programme Province of Kosov«

e Return oriented educational project played minor role but was
helpful for professional reintegration of those participating

« Structural aid had no influence on return decision but strong
political impact

* Net savings for the Confederation are estimated at at least 100
Million Swiss Francs



Evaluation of Programme

Crucial for success is primarily the situation in the country of
origin, which was not directly under Switzerland's influence

with the corresponding perspectives compared to the situation
when the people left, the relatively short stay in Switzerland and
the clear political Swiss stance in relation to asylum seekers.

The success is also dependent on external factors. A RAP based
on a system of incentives can trigger the time of return, as well
as instill a dynamic into the return procedure.



Other Projects

e Re-Connectwww.cobonline.org)

o Structural Assistance Programme Balkan



Thank you for your attention!

Further information:

WWW.Iom.int
www.bfm.admin.ch

Rascha Osman/New York, May 2006
rascha.osman@eda.admin.ch



